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Durlabh, were Muslims, Clive marched on to Plassey on 22 "June, and the
historic battle was fought on the next day. On the field of battle, Mir Tafar
and Fai Durlabh remained inactive. Of the Nawab's friends, Mir Madan
was killed in the fight and Mohanlal gave a good account of himself bv his
courage and fidelity. The Nawab, observing the treacherous conduct of Mir
Jafar, called him and appealed to him to preserve the honour of the house
of Ali Verdi Khan at that hour of great danger. In response to the Nawab's
earnest ap-oeal, the perfidious Mir Jafar advised him to stop the battle for
the day and order Mohanlal to retreat. That was the end. The retreat
became a rout, and soon everyone, including the Nawab, fled, with the
British in hot pursuit. Only the confederates remained on the field to
discuss the further plan of action.
On the evening of 24 June Mir Tafar arrived near the city of Murshida-
bad. That very night the Nawab fled with his wife and a few trusted
servants. Mir Kasim was sent in pursuit. The Nawab was taken prisoner
near "Raimahal on 30 Tune, having; been betrayed by a Muslim fakir. He
was brought to Murshidabad on 2 July and that verv night brutally murder-
ed bv one Muhammad Beg at the command of Miran, son of Mir Tafar.
The brutality of the son gave a finishing touch to the treachery of the father.
Thus perished Siraiud-Daulah by the hand of violence, betrayed by his
own kinsmen and co-religionists whose only motive was mean self-interest.
They joined hands with Raia Durlabhram and the Seths, who had personal
grudge against Siraiud-Daulah. Sirajud-Daulah had enemies on all sides, of
whom the most powerful, as also the most resourceful, were the English. Had
he not made the English his bitterest enemies, he would not, perhaps, have
been driven to destruction so quickly. But during the few months that he
ruled he had. following the policy of his grandfather, reposed more confi-
dence in the Hindu officers of his Government. That was his sin in the eves
of his kinsmen like Mir Tafar. In this dark episode of treachery, the fidelity
of men like Mohanlal, Mir Madan, Rajaram Singh and his brother Kalyan
Singh, throws a gleam of pleasant light. But the support of the Seths and
the adherence of the English to the opposite side more than counterbalanced
the strength of the Nawab's supporters, and to aggravate the situation the
Nawab was an inexperienced youth of twenty. His resolution could be easily
shaken and his emotion of fear easily excited. When he succeeded his grand-
father his good luck was envied by many and his arroerance was detested
by all. Even a childless widow like Ghasita Begarn, his mother's sister,
spared no pains to encompass his fall, and his own father-in-law Mirza Iredj
or Irajud-Din Khan abandoned him at the moment of his defeat and humilia-
tion, even though he "lay his turban at his feet".38
Mir Jafar*s Treaty with the English
The upshot was that Mir Tafar Khan, "the author of all these evils and
troubles'*,39 succeeded as Nawab. He attained to a position of which the bul-
wark was the power of the English, a fact which he was very slow to realize.
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